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What is an MRI? 
When Harrison was just 1 year old, he was very sick. The doctors needed 

to look inside his body to see what was wrong. 

To do this they used a special camera that can look through skin to inside 

our bodies. It is called an MRI Machine. 
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The machine looks a bit like a space ship! It is very loud and makes funny noises – some like a 

horn, some like a siren. When Harrison has his MRI, he wears a special helmet – a bit like an 

astronaut’s helmet.  

 
When he wears this helmet, he also wears some ear phones. He can watch a movie and listen 

to it. This helps to block out all the really loud noises. 
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To have an MRI Harrison has three special jobs to do. 

 
1. Take off his shoes   

 

                                    

 
2. Sit on the bed   
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3. Lay down and stay really, really still – just like a soldier stands really still 
 

 

 

 
   

When Harrison is lying down, he can put on his helmet. 

 
Next the bed goes up and moves into the spaceship  

MRI machine, where he can watch a movie. 

You can see the MRI Machine is open at both ends  

and is big enough to fit a person in. 

While Harrison is lying very still and watching a movie,  

the MRI machine takes it’s photos of inside his body 

for the doctors to look at. 
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So that Harrison doesn’t feel alone someone can sit next to him while he is in the MRI 

machine – like Mum or Dad – and even hold his foot! 

 
So all he has to do is 

1. Stay really still  (breathing and blinking only) 

2. Watch a movie and 

3. Not worry too much about the loud noises. 

 

 


